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use of the word ‘"weir" appears to be more common in
England than in America. The English author, Thomas
Hardy, in The Mayor of Casterbridge, concerning 19th

century country folk in Wessex, uses the word "weir"
repeatedly in reference to pools of water in the brooks
and rivers. "Dam" was never mentioned. I have not noticed
any common usage of "weir" in the USA.

*kEkktkrxk

So far, we have gone back to Plymouth Colony where we
have found records of Peter Worden, ye elder. They have
pointed us across the Atlantic to "Clayton, in the County
of Lankester." Near Clayton we have heen led to the area
in which lay the ancient valley hamlet of Werden, its name
drawn ages ago from the fact that there was a weir of some
significance in the water which flowed through it. As time
went on, the spelling evolved to Worden, wvhich became also
the name of the local manor.

The dictionary defines manor (from Middle English
maner, from 0l1d French manoir, to stay or to dwell) as:

"l1. In England, in feudal times the district over
wvhich a 1lord held authority and which was subject to the
jurisdiction of his court,..."

With this understanding, just where was the wvillage
of Worden, and where was the Manor of Worden? Again we
turn to the writings of the English historian, George L.
Bolton, who wrote for Wordens Past in its issue of January
1987:

THE EXTENT OF WORDEN
by George I,.. Bolton

"Whilst still on the subject of Worden as a place, a
little may be said about Worden Manor and Worden Vill.

"The Manor of Worden is easy to identify but difficult
to understand. Its early boundaries have recently been
worked out by the present author and are shown in Sketch
A. It will be seen that physically it 1lies, or rather
lay, within the boundaries of the township of Leyland, at
the eastern end of that township. Its immediate post-
Conquest history is quite owscure but about 1205/1211, it
was granted to the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem
(Knights Hospitaller) although the actual tenant was left
undisturbed. In 1212 the tenant was Hugh Bussell and in
1270, william Bussell granted it to the Andertons of
Euxton and it remained with that family for nearly 300













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































